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Introduction
While there is no shortage of news coverage of the COVID-
19 pandemic, there is a lack documentation of how colleges 
and universities have responded. The University of Rhode 
Island is the largest university in the state and typically has 
thousands of resident students on its main campus. It also 
has the unique advantage of having a campus EMS system 
that covers 9-1-1 response for the local area. Documenting 
and analyzing the effectiveness of policies implemented by 
URI in response to the pandemic is valuable for future public 
health historical reference. Qualitative reflection on the 
experience of healthcare work during the pandemic is also 
valuable in order to give those less familiar with the field a 
first-hand account. 
Methods
• A timeline was assembled in order to align dates 
from the first calendar year of the pandemic 
(3/1/2020-2/28/2021) with URI campus and 
state positive COVID cases.
• Figures 1.1, 1.2, and 2.1 were created in order to 
visualize trends in COVID data. 
• The policy changes with the most drastic 
operational effects on URI were listed in figure 
3.1 and associated with a successive correlation 
in COVID case data.
• The comprehensive list of policy decisions is 
included and analyzed in the full-length 
deliverable research paper.
Results
Figure 2.1: This graph tracks the number of URI student residents 
that were in either quarantine or isolation on a given day from 
3/1/20 to 2/28/21. Students were moved from their normal on-
campus housing to quarantine/isolation housing for either a 
positive test, close contact, or any COVID symptom(s). 
Quarantine/isolation housing on campus included designated 
dorms, while off-campus quarantine/isolation housing was 
comprised of two private hotels in Narragansett, RI. This data was 
not grouped into weekly segments, as students remained in 
quarantine for multiple days; weekly segments would include 
redundant counting of a single student. (Reynolds, 2021)
Figure 3.1: Major Policy Decisions
Discussion
• Despite quarantine, isolation, and testing 
procedures, COVID-19 spread significantly 
whenever resident students were housed on 
campus
• Short-term suspension of in-person and on-
campus activities was effective, but progress 
did not hold when activities returned
• Utilizing hotels, dormitories and EMS in order 
to perform quarantine and isolation did slow 
spread, but not stop it completely
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Objectives
• To document the University of Rhode Island’s 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic
• To investigate the effectiveness of university 
decision by attempting to relate major 
policies to acute changes in COVID-19 data
• To reflect on the experience of being a part 
of the university and state COVID-19 
responses as a healthcare worker
Figures 1.1 and 1.2: These graphs portray the number of positive COVID-19 cases among individuals associated with URI’s 
main Kingston campus (1.1) and across the state of RI (1.2) from 3/1/2020 to 2/28/2021. Data is grouped into weekly 
segments (ie. all positive cases from 3/1/2020-3/8/2020 are in one data point). Weekly grouping was done in order to 
better align data with University decisions, as policy was typically implemented on a weekly basis by both URI and RIDOH. 
(RIDOH, 2021) (Reynolds, 2021)
Reflections
• As college-aged EMTs, handling a worldwide 
pandemic and treating patients with so much 
unknown was a huge and unique challenge.
• Working through this past year has promoted 
invaluable strength and leadership skills, 
especially among officers and EMS leadership
• COVID-19 has taken an immeasurable toll on 
healthcare workers, patients, and families.  
Documenting the pandemic and our response to it 
is a necessary to ensure no lives were lost in vain.
Date Decision Case Trend Symbol
3/22/2020 URI Spring semester goes virtual steady
8/23/2020 Fall semester limited move-in upward
9/13/2020 Fall in-person classes return upward
11/22/2020 Fall classes revert to virtual only downward
1/27/2021 Mandatory testing for students upward
Figure 3.1: This table contains five URI policy decisions in response to COVID-19. These five were selected specifically due 
to their drastic effect on the operations of URI. A correlational trend was associated with each decision and identified in 
the ”case trend” column. The date at which each policy was enacted is identified by a unique symbol in the ”symbol” 
column and landmarked on both figures 1.1 and 2.1 above. 
